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Catherine Theresa Burch


 1-19-1963 to 1-3-2009
Cathy short life was a gift to us all. 
She was serene and gentle.  Life was not easy for Cathy. The burdens of her physical vessel were enormous. Doctors called her a “miracle baby” surviving childhood  encephalitis and ensuing coma, against all odds. Her prognoses was bleak. Medical professionals said she would never walk talk, or even swallow. Cathy’s strength and determination proved them all wrong.  With resolve and purpose Cathy  fought for and earned  her independence moving from the main Hammer residential dorm setting  to a group home called  Queensland and then finally  to Zealand Apartment Training Program. She strove to do well, to work hard, to make and keep connections. She valued family, kindness, quiet time, predictability, horses, coffee with friends.  Cathy had a wonderful work ethic. She was employed by Opportunity Partners since July 1984. She had the best focus on the production floor, and was proud of the paychecks she earned. She did not call in sick, but worked dedicatedly every day. Cathy’s true life passion was horse back riding. She was involved with “We Can Ride” for decades, riding at many locations throughout the years. When she was riding her spirit was free.  She would light up with pride and happiness whenever she was around a horse. She achieved many awards and certificates with “We Can Ride” and “Special Olympics” horse back riding. Through her life, we all learned compassion, patience and kindness. Cathy’s smile was the most rare and precious gem, like a diamond. When she flashed you a smile, or tried to hide that  grin, our worlds would brighten with her beauty.  We will miss that rare magnificence, her smile, her gentle hugs her calm and quiet presence. Rest in Peace Dear Cathy. 
Perhaps my time seemed all too brief 
Don’t lengthen it now with undue grief.

If my parting has left a void 
Then fill it with remembered joy.

Be not burdened with times of sorrow 
I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow.
